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Philips and MediGuide plan to develop world’s first cath lab with medical positioning technology
New technology will enable cardiologists to locate and view arterial lesions in 3-D

Royal Philips Electronics (NYSE: PHG, AEX: PHI) announced today that it has signed a letter of intent with MediGuide Ltd. (Haifa, Israel), to equip its Integris Allura Flat Detector catheterization (cath) lab with sensor tracking technology.  Comparable to global positioning systems (GPS), this technology will provide clinicians with 3-D information on the vascular structure of the heart and expand Philips innovative approach to 3-D imaging.  This combined capability will enable clinicians to more accurately assess and locate lesions, helping them determine what type of interventional cardiology procedure to perform and make more confident treatment decisions. 

The intended integration of the MediGuide medical positioning system (MPS) navigation core into Philips Integris Allura Flat Detector will enable physicians to use Guided IVUS (GIVUS), developed by MediGuide and Boston Scientific Corporation. Once the clinician has located the tip of a GIVUS catheter, he/she can view its position and the surrounding arterial walls in 3-D. MPS allows for better lesion assessment, making it easier to determine which catheter, stent and procedure to use on the patient. Additional benefits include lower use of fluoroscopy and lower use of contrast agents. The system will also enable the use of quantitative 3-D imaging modalities for the inspection of coronary vessels.

“Integration of the MPS navigation technology into the Philips Integris Allura will dramatically improve the level of accuracy achieved by the physician and will provide an easier to use, safer system for both patient and physician,” said Jűrgen Tiemann, executive vice president and CEO for X-ray, at Philips Medical Systems. “We are happy to be the first company integrating MediGuide’s MPS capabilities into our cath lab systems since it fully supports our strategic program focusing on constant improvement of the quality of our interventional systems while keeping a close watch on patient dose.”

“We are excited about our future relationship with Philips,” said Gera Strommer, president and CEO of MediGuide. “This will compliment our strong working relationship with our partner Boston Scientific, in applying our leading edge MPS navigation technology to a broad set of interventional and surgical tools.”
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About Royal Philips Electronics:

Royal Philips Electronics of the Netherlands is one of the world's biggest electronics companies and Europe's largest, with sales of EUR 31.8 billion in 2002. It is a global leader in color television sets, lighting, electric shavers, medical diagnostic imaging and patient monitoring, and one-chip TV products.  Its 164,000 employees in more than 60 countries are active in the areas of lighting, consumer electronics, domestic appliances, semiconductors, and medical systems. Philips is quoted on the NYSE (symbol: PHG), London, Frankfurt, Amsterdam and other stock exchanges. News from Philips is located at www.philips.com/newscenter
ATTN Broadcasters: Philips b-roll (via beta copy, fiber transmission and satellite feed), is available 24/7 by calling (+1-212-375-0021).

About MediGuide Ltd.: 

MediGuide is the developer of advanced navigation based applications and technology for medical intervention. Its core technology known as Medical Positioning System (MPS) enables physicians to monitor the exact location and orientation of miniature sensors integrated into existing catheter based therapeutic and diagnostic devices. 

MediGuide, established in 2000, is a privately funded venture in which Elbit Systems Ltd. (NASDAQ: ESLT) is a major shareholder. Elbit Systems is a leading Israeli developer and provider of advanced defense technologies. 
www.mediguide.co.il
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